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PIONEER DIES AT HOME
BUCKHOLTS LATE SUNDAY

D. R. Criswell, 85, trail driver and
Texas pioneer, died at 7 p. m, Sun-

i

ELL FUNERAL ON TUESDAY

|

~along with other Heroes of Texas.

day, January 2, 1944, at his home in |
Buckholts.

He had been a resident of Milam
county since 1883, first settling on a
farm and raach land on Lapdan Creek
north of the city of Buckholts which
had been established only a few years
prior when the Santa ¥Fe rails ware
laid west through Milam county.

Mr. Criswell had been a resident
of that community for 61 years and
had served econtinuously as Justice
of Peace for Precincet 6 at Buckholts
for a half century.

While he had been in declining
health for a number of years and dur-

| ing the early months of 1943, was

critically  ill, he regained is
strength and was able to keep ap-
pointments st his. office in Buckholts
and wasg active in the discharge of his
dulies until a day or two before his
dzath.

Funeral services will be held Tues-
day afternoon, January 4, 1944, from
the First Methodist church in Buck-
liolts, with interment in the cemetery
at Corinth. Rev. C. W. <E£anders,
Pastor of First Baptist Church in
Cameron, will eonduct the services
with the Green Funeral Home in Cam-
eron, directing arrangements.

The body of the pioneer will be at
the home of his son, Ceril Criswell in
Bueckholts until the funeral hour.
The Buekholts Masonic Lodge will
conduct a Masonic Funeral,~the pall
bearers being named from membets.
Mr. Criswell bad been a Mason for
more than 50 years, first becoming
a Mason at Yarrellton and later a
charter member of the Buckholts
Lodge.

The story of his life, colorful and
vigorous, is so closely interwoven
with the history of Texas that he
earned a place among the stalwart
men who rode the trails, extended
the frontiers and built civilization
from the wildernesg out of which
General Sam Housteon carved a nation
to change the face of the continent.

Mr, Criswell was born in Fayette
County, Texas, on QOctober 18, 1858.
He was the son of LeRoy V. Criswell
and Elizabeth MecMickens Criswell,
pioneers who moved with early set-
tlers to that region of Texas in 1329
before the revolution and San Jacinto.
His parents were natives of Kentucky. |
A brother of LeRoy V. Criswell and

- went back to Fayette county to rear

' Criswell and Joe Ann Criswell. |

‘trip up he weighed 100 pounds and

=

uncle of the late D. R. Criswell fought
under Sam Houston at the Battle of
San Jacinto.

, again in the state cemetery at Austin

LeRoy V. Criswell, a soldier under
Sam Houston, was discharged from !
the Revolutionary Army in 1835,

a family of 14 children, 11 sons and |
3 daughters.

In the early days of Texas’ cattle
empire, all save one of the sons, fol-
lowed the trails and the cattle ranges

His body was disin- | th
tered some years ago and burried | gave to his son
t)

. lowing pioneers who were in his out-

! kins, John Gill, F. M. Estes, W. A.

sml and one of the landmarks is lhe
Driskill Hotel in Austin,

Mr. Criswell was the trail boss on
e three trips up. Not long ago he
Cecil Criswell an old
bill of sale for the cattle he delivered
to Colorado, and also named the fol-

fit up the trails: West Lampkins,
Charles Moore, Emil Oberwetter, Tom
Hawkes, L, A. Brown, Bill Wells,
Jess Driskill, Sam Waits, Nap Ad-

Bates, John Savage, Evans, Frank
" Love., Al Andrews and Dan Cookley.
Mr. Criswell was first married in

and little is known about their sub-
sequent life. One son, Henry Cris-
well, brother of D. R. Criswell, was
a pioneer city marshal at Yoakvm
where he died many years ago.

The sons of the Criswell family
were: D. R. Criswell, the pioneer
who died on yeasterday at Buckholts;
Johh Criswell, Waymond Criswell,
William Criswell, Henry Criswell,
Harve Criswell, Thomas Crisweil,

Larkin Criswell, Lee Criswell, Milam
Criswell and James Criswell, Three
daughters were Mary Criswell, Ruth |

1

Before the Civil War cattle in Texag
were on the ranges by tne millions.
At 17 Mr. Criswell was a trail boss,
making the first of three trips up
with herds of Texas cattle gathered
from the mesquite ranges of ESouth-
west Texas. They were large herds.
The cattle were rounded up and
driven to Padre Island not far from
old Indianola and off the Texas Coast
long before Corpus Christi was estab-
lished. When ten thousand head were
put in herd on the ilsand they were
driven out and headed up the trail.
0Old Indianola was destroyed by
storm. The town served as the main \
port from which freight and supplies
were brought inland. Mr. Criswell
drove his first herd to Pikes Peak, |
Colarado The late Charles Good-
night was the first Texas cattle pio-
neer to open up the beef and range
markets in Colorado,

Mr. Criswell who told many interest-
ing stories about the trail, sauld when
he returned to Austin after his first

11878 to Miss Isabell Secrest in Fay-

ett county. He moved to Milam
county 5 years later. Mrs. J. B.
Taylor a daughtler, of Wichita Falls,
now deceased was born in Fayette
county. Mrs, Criswell died in 1895
and ig buried at North Elm. He was
married again in 1897 to Miss Stella
Pollock, the widow now surviving.
, She was a native of Mississippi and
lived at Buckholts at the time of the
marriage. Mr. and Mrs. Criswell hdd
lived for 55 years in their present,~
home on the hilltop east of the city
of Buckholts.

Mr. Criswell, a man of splendid
education, taught school in Milam
county for a number of years, among
his first schools at North Elm -to
which he rode 6 miles horseback each
day. There were no fences then in
this area, and no roads. He was ad-
mited to the Bar of Texas in 1902 and
practiced law at Buckholts,

In religious faith Mr. Criswell was
a Baptist, first uniting with a coun-
try church that stood for years in the
Corinth neighborhood. Dr. Lee R.
Scarbrough, world famous Baptist

leader and President of the South-
western Baptist Theological Semi-

' nary in Fort Worth, was pastor at

the little church. Dr. Scarbrough’s

first pastorate was Cameron First

Baptist Church,

Surviving besides the widow, Mrs.
Stella Pollock Criswell, are the fol-
lowing children: Mrs. C. B. Lassi-
ter, El1 Paso; Mrs. F. M. Craven, Lub-
bock; Mrs. George W, Goree, Lub-
bock; Mrs. W. L. English, Moran;

that with a botile of chill tonie in his
pocket. On the trail that year the
drivers had all suffered from chills
and fever. The herd that year off
Padre were sold at Hugo, Colorado,
delivered to Cheatham,
Ragsdale wWhose properties were in
the Lake Stalion Area near Hugo.
In all the years of his cattle trail ex-
perience Mr, Criswell was with the
Driskill range properties. The Dris-

~ kill fortunes were built up from Texas
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Delmar Criswell, United States army;
Cecil Criswell of Buckholts and T. F.
! Criswell of Calvert.

Mrs. J. B. Taylor, born in Fayette
county, died some years ago and is
buried at Corinth. Zoris Criswell, a
son, twin:brother of Floris Criswell
of «@alvert, died several years ago
from injuries sustained in a car wreck
near Buckholts.
| The family dead are buried in two

| cemeteries, at Corinth and North

Elm. The body of Mr. Criswell will
be buried in Corinth Cemetery.
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